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Three Women Ordained Priests in Sweden 


(Stockholm) -— Three women have been ordained pastors of the Swedish Lutheran 
State Church for the first time in its history. (see EPS No. 5) 


The consecration ceremonies signalled the beginning of a boycott of all 
their clerical activities in some dioceses of the church, which has split over 
the issue since the decision to ordain them taken two years ago by the church's 
General Assembly, 


The three new ministers are: Dr. llargit Sahlin, 46, doctor of philosophy 
and bachelor of divinity, a member of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches and director, since 1950, of St. Catherine's Foundation, an insti- 
tute for training women church workers. She received her priest's certificate 
from Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, of Upsala, the primate of the church, at a 
ceremony in the St. Catherine's Foundation; 


BHlisabeth Djurle, 30, a student counselor at the University of Upsala and 
parish worker at a church in Stockholm, which she will now serve in her new ca- 
pacity. She was ordained by the Bishop of Stockholm in rites at the Stockholm 
Cathedral; 


Deaconess Ingrid Persson, 47, a teacier at a church college for deaconesses 
for many years. She was ordained in the cathedral of HarmnUsand by the Bishop 
of Harnésand and will serve a parish in ‘that diocese, 


- 
“i 
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Opposition to the ordination of women has been spearheaded by Bishop Bo 
Giertz of Gdteborg, who has announced a 17-point boycott programme and advised 
his followers to refuse to take part in services conducted by women ministers. 

EPS, Geneva 


Quaker Editor Clashes with Moral Re-armament 


(London) — An editorial in the British Quaker weekly "The Friend" criticises the 
Moral Re—armament movement for using the name of the celebrated Quaker William 
Penn in a pamphlet attacking political co-existence between Russia and the West. 


Kditor Bernard Canter, describing the MRA publication "Ideology and Co— 
existence", which has been circulated in millions of copies, says that although 
Quakers apart from Penn are not mentioned in the pamphlet, "if they had been, 
the writers of this anti-Communist manifesto would surely have identified us 
Quakers as leaguers with Satan. For", he continues, "they have hinted as much 
of the American Methodists for having produced proposals for total world dis-— 
armament, the admission to the United Nations of the People's Republic of China, 
an end to conscription, curtailment of civil defence, and the establishment of 
Berlin as a free city under UN supervision." 


The editorial says "the pamphlet condemns all efforts at political peace— 
making and efforts at reconciliation between East and West as displeasing to 
God» And Friends are constantly encouraging, and even themselves making, such 
esrorts a 


Bernard Canter goes on to object especially to use of the name of William 
Penn, 17th Century Quaker who founded Pennsylvania, The pamphlet claims that 
“William Penn put the alternative of Moral Re-armament or Communism clearly 
when he said: 'Men must choose to be governed by God, or they condemn themselves 
EO be mauled “by tyrants!" 


The Quaker editor objects: “But all the argument in this pamphlet is tied 
to two assumptions - that God and anti-Communism are synonymous terms, and that 
governance of the world by Cod and MRA are also synonymous terms, 


min this setting, therefore ...."', continues Bernard Canter, “our beloved 
Founding Father becomes transmuted, and stands before us (and before the at 
least two hundred million citizens of various countries who have seen or will 
see this pamphlet) in a new guise, as a prophet looking ahead, from his far 
country which knew neither MRA nor Communism, and telling us to choose one and 
eschew the other." EPS, Geneva 


Former Priests Join French Reformed Church 


(Geneva) — According to the World Presbyterian Alliance more than 40 former 
Roman Catholic priests are now ministers or lay members of the French Reformed 
Church, 


Another 12 are reported active in other Protestant churches, while some 
have entered the Orthodox and Old Catholic Churches, 


Twenty ex-priests, meeting in early April at Sete, France, estimated that 
more than 1,000 priests have left the Roman Catholic Church in France since 
World War II. They said that greater numbers had left it in Italy and a smaller 
group in “pain. 

The Séte meeting was called by French Reformed leaders to help the ex— 
priests adjust to their new way of life. Former priests in the French Reformed 
Church are organised for aid to those who leave the Church of Rome and "border 
crossing" ex—priests from Italy and opain. 
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The group also advises the French church on contacts with Roman Catholicism. 


Participants in the Séte meeting included the Rev. Pierre Bourguet, presi- 
dent of the National Council of the French Reformed Church, and the Rev. Marcel 
Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance, 

EPS, Geneva 


Germ Warfare Opposed 


(Frederick, Md.) - Thirty US theological professors and students joined in a 
Vigil and Appeal last weekend at Frederick, Md., USA, protesting against the 
preparation for germ warfare. 


They stood silently for ten hours each day in front of the entrance to 
Fort Detrick, where germs and toxins for germ warfare are being made and stock- 
piled. <A nearby sign proclaimed "An Appeal to Stop Preparation for Germ War- 
fare", 


The protest was part of the vigil which has continued for ten hours each 
day since July 1, 1959 and has drawn nearly 1,000 participants. More than half 
of the participants to date have come from the historic peace churches: the 
society of Friends (Quakers), the Church of the Brethren, and the Mennonites, 
although other major Protestant denominations have also been represented. 


The call to theological seminary faculty and students to participate said, 
"We know that there are many ways to work for peace, but we also know that the 
time has come for men to stand up and be counted. Nothing short of a mighty 
upsurge of conscience can turn the accustomed habits of men and governments 
from war to peace ..." 


It was issued by Dr. Paul Deats, Jr., associate professor of Religion in 
Higher Education at Boston University school of Theology; Dr, Norman kK, Gott- 
wald, professor of Old Testament at Andover Newton Theological School; Dr. 
John Oliver Nelson, Professor of Uhristian Vocation at Yale Divinity School; 
and Dr. Montgomery J. Shroyer, professor of New ‘'estament at Wesley Theological 
Seminary. EPS, Geneva 


Unity Moves in French-Speaking West Africa 


(Yaounde, Cameroun) — lloves are being made within the Evangelical Federation of 
Cameroun and Equatorial Africa to decentralise its work. 


Proposals for dividing the work of the Federation into national Christian 
councils within the newly autonomous French-speaking territories in Africa will 
come before the Federation's council in 1961. 


The aim of the re-grouping will be to set up Christian bodies that can ne— 
gotiate readily with all the governmentsin the area. 


Statutes have been drawn up for the new Yaounde theological faculty for 
French-speaking West Africa, which will have seven professors and operate with 
the aid of the Theological Education Fund of the International llissionary 
Council. (see EPS No. 36, 1959) 


The new faculty is seeking relationship with the Faculty of Theology of 
the University of Geneva and will train ministers for Protestant churmes from 
Senegal to the Congo. Classes will begin in November 1961. EPS, Geneva 
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UBS Reports Bible Translation Progress 


(London) - The United Bible Societies report that the total number of languages 
in which some part of the Bible had been published by January 1, 1960, was 
Lyi. 


The whole Bible has been published in 219 languages, a complete New Testa- 
ment in an additional 271 languages, and at least one complete book of the Bible 
in a further 661 laneuages. 


During 1959 complete Bibles were printed for the first time in Lushai and 
Gurmukhi Punjabi (both spoken in India) and in Mende (spoken in Sierra Leone). 


In the same year, the complete New Testament was published for the first 
time in Beti (Cameroun) , Totonac (liexico) and Gangte (Assam and Burma). 
EPS, Geneva 


Churches Active in Kuwait 
(Kuwait) - Christian activity in predominantly Moslem Kuwait is on the increase. 


A report from the Near East Christian Council on existing Christian work 
in Kuwait points out that "in the year 1932, the first church was built and has 
been worshipped in continuously by an Arabic language congre,ation". Impetus 
for the church came from missions of the Reformed Church in America, which has 
worked in Kuwait since 1909, 


The church is related with other churches in a loose organisation known as 
wpe Church of Christ’) in the Arabian Guif. 


According to the Near Tast Christian vouncil spokesman, until 1953 the Ro- 
man Catholic Church worshipped in the sanctuary of the Church of Christ in Ku- 
wait, but afterwards the Roman Catholics found other accommodation and are now 
building a cathedral in the town of Kuwait. Host of the Roman Catholics in the 
area are Goanese or Palestinian, 


Freedom to worship has always been granted to the churches in Kuwait, but 
freedom to evangelise rests only with the Church of Christ, owing to its mis— 
sionary character and its former links with the Reformed Church Arabian Mission, 


Other congregations worshipping in the Church of Christ include the Mar 
Thoma and Syrian Orthodox churches of Malabar, the Armenian Orthodox Church, 
the Assyrian Church and an Fnglish-language group with worship alternating 
among Anglicans, Presbyterians, liethodists and other groups having ministers in 
the community. 


The Near Hast Christian Council's report was issued after claims had been 
made last month that an Orthodox Coptic church to be erected there was the first 
centre of Christian worship to be permitted in the area. (see also EPS No. 9) 

EPS, Geneva 


Swiss Government Donates liilk Supplies 
(Bern) ~ The Swiss government has announced it will make available to the World 
Council of Churches 15 tons of powdered whole milk for relief distribution, 


The gift is part of a total of 450 tons valued at some 2,000,000 Swiss 
francs (US$465 ,000) which the Swiss government will turn ov@r to welfare agen- 
cies, Of this amount 350 tons will go to UNICEF (the United Nations Children's 
Emergency Fund). 

The donation marks the first time the Swiss government has made available 
surplus agricultural commodities for relief work. The initial grant is ap- 
proximately one third of projected donations valued at 6,000,000 Swiss francs, 
to be given over the next two years. 
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In Geneva, a ‘CC spokesman said the gift to the Council will be distributed 
to needy in Morocco by the ll-member international EIRENE team, a service or- 
ganisation of young Christian pacifists working in the country under WCC aus- 
pices, He said funds to finance shipping of the milk have already been assured 
from the “Bread for the World" canpaign of the German churches. 


WCC arrangements for securing the milk were made through HEKS, the service 
agency of the Swiss Evangelical Churches. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Ask Aid to Help Negroes 


(Andalusia, Ala.) - A challenge to US Southern church leaders to join ranks with 
Negro students in their fight against discrimination was issued last week by 

the Rev. Dr. Truman B. Douglass, executive vice-president of the Board of Home 
Missions of the Congregational Christian Churches. 


Speaking in the heart of Alabama's segregationist belt, Dr. Douglass told 
a meeting of representatives of about 200 all-white churches that "The Church 
ought to be on their side (that of the student demonstrators). I+ ought to 
support and encourage their rebellion.’ 


"A church that is alert to its task will frequently find itself making 
alliances with the rebels, insurgents, the non-conformists in our society," Dr, 
Douglass said. "The world cainot survive a perpetuation of interracial injustice 
and an intensification of_interracial strife." 


Dr. Douglass' address, one of the sharpest attacks heard by a white South- | 
erm church group in recent years, was delivered before the South-East convention 
of his denomination, 


It came as a growing number of US church groups went on record in support 
of the Negro and white student “sit-down demonstrations" wvrotesting against se— 
gregation in public eating places, 


In New York, the Rev. Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president of the National 
Council of Churches, sent a pastoral letter to the NCC's 35 member churches 
asserting that the demonstrations are “an expression of just and righteous in- 
dignation against laws and tradition which violate human personality". 


He called upon miiisters and laymen of the churches to adopt "a bold posi- 
tion of leadership in the struggle for justice in every area of the nation, 
whether in the immediate communitics involved or in more distant places". 


liembers of the Protestant Episcopal Church were also called upon by their 
denominational leaders to "support, encourage, or initiate comaunity efforts at 
conversation and conciliation" to help resolve the issue. in a background paper 
issued as a guide to interpretation of the strikes, the church urged 1ts mem— 
bers "to understand and support fellow Christians involved in crisis situations" 
and to “commend and support merchants and community leaders who attempt to find 
just solutions to problems". 


The General Brotherhood Board of the Church of the Brethren also commended 
use of non-violence to remove discrimination as "an appropriate Christian wit-— 
ness for those whose consciences so lead them", when honest discussion and ne- 
gotiations have failed to effect needed changes, 


It urged "all Christians to examine their own consciences and practices re- 
lating to racial and cultural issues and to support, as they can, peaceful non- 
violent methods for achieving justice and reconciliation". 
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The American Baptist Home Missions Societies adopted a resolution scoring 
“denials of justice to Negroes ..." and compared students who have been arrested 
for 'civil disobedience! in the strikes to the “prophets and martyrs who in Bi- 
: blical and Christian history have stood in courage against vopular opinion and, 
if necessary, against unjust rule", : 


“Wherever segregation appears," the board said “,.. there is a denial of 
Christian loave and justice and of democratic rights of citizens”. 


Last week the National Student Christian Feceration, which has been serving 
| as a Clearing house for facts and information about the demonstrations, issued 
an appeal to US Christian students to write tothe eight students jailed in Tal- 
lahassee because of the sitdown strikes to show "they have not been forgotten 
and to help them maintain spiritual morale while in jail". 


The NSCF, in a special communiqué to its constituency, called attention to 
the fact that “this movement is very much being led by students with the deepest 
of Christian motives", It described as "one of the most powerful factors" in 
development of the demonstrations, an NSCF conference held last Christmas at 
Athens, Ohio, at which approximately half of the 4,000 students participating 
were non-white, A major theme of the conference was the racial frontier of the 
Church, HPS, Geneva 


Weunen. cal Patriarch Plans Hirst Official Greek Visit 


(Athens) —- The first official visit to Greece of His All—Holiness the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras of the Orthodox Church, is planned sometime in mid-May. 


A spokesman said the visit is planned to strengthen the ties between the 
mother—church and the daughter—church of Greece. It is also expected that the 
Patriarch will discuss with Greek Orthodox Church leaders plans for the forth- 


ik coming Pan-Orthodox mecting scheduled later in the summer, HPS, Geneva 
; The BEES t 


Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter=— 


national Affairs, suffered a heart attack while on a mission to Geneva last week, 
His condition is improving, but on medical advice he has cancelled all engage- 
ments for the next two months. Dr. Nolde, of Philadelphia, Pa., has his office. 
in New York, The CCIA is a joint agency of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil and the World Council of Churches. 


ei: 


A new church, the Evangelical Mennonite vhurch of the Congo, has been formed 
as the result of a scheme for its autonomy put forward in August 1959 by the 
Congo Inland Mission, an American licnnonite society that founded the work. The 
new church, with 22,000 members and about 750 preaching centres, will be direct- 
ed by a commission cf three Africans and three missionaries. 


* 


Plans to merge the Amcrican Unitarian Association and the Universalist 
Church of America have been endorsed by majorities of both groups. The endorse 
ment will come up for ratification at a joint meeting on May 23. The merger is 
scheduled for May 1961. The new body, to be called the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, will bring together about 100,000. Unitarians and 75,000 Universa— 

P lists, 
- 


Yet | yy 


hey oul 
note? Roa 
Pir’ . 


oy) = ie al { 
hd prey 


ata Ipigeth nell ie 
“> u oe iyi 


a ile Sa eee 


1 A, Onn Sas 
> oe i fa) cat pi pin. 
a ey ais ed iy 2. ae lh aaa: ry 

cae Fa hoot It Meg 

eB PAs Heel” co hPy s4iresnl. - ok 

Savie iy e oie tigne re tt ee 

‘uite ola yi 

+ ape ants zeae a 

"yi ?s Loe AA ] 


=A Ks a, | ea) es | ree at 


iat oyun 
<a zs i ret > 
oe 
Ja aa my 


1! 1? 


a wy ype (yr os wee 
a a si ia ye ee 
: - 


dP 


, 
i 


, 
Se a oe hap pe a 


fie RA i: shal ee ee My er wy, 
= wa Ene: ee a : : pw, M - 4 r - 
ree ee 
Nie a Nite late: epeoine uhig 
Ae ‘ ’ " if By a 
(Aire ee, Evi a we ay mes vitbie “gis ae Be 
' ' j ; I ‘ih ee 


%: 
aed ¥] 4 
io) oe 


| AS ee me 
be oy ms ; t Os leet ‘i a ne LH eens 
Hh”, 0 eG al 


Sey % 
‘on oe FY one Vt pia oni t ri Say rr >. 


4 


Ve aten Ti, i pe : i. rich ris Wh. ni hee va 


4 Ie) i ‘ 
ar 


No. 15 — 15th April, 1960 4 


The African broadcasting service of the Lutheran orld Federation will be 
located at or near Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia, and be known as "The Voice 
of the Gospel", Present plans are to commence broadcasts on Christmas Day, 
2301. EPS, Geneva 


A Special Report 


WCC Explores Reconeiliation Prospects in South Africa 


WCC Explores Reconciliation Prospects in South Africa 


(Geneva) - The officers of the World Council of Churches are seeking ways to 
help toward reconciliation in the South African crisis. 


The Council's general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, said in Geneva 
that a message had been sent to all the Council's eight member churches in the 
Union asking for information about the action they were taking on the spot and 
assuring them that the World Council was with them in thought and prayer. 
Answers received are being studied carefully. 


Other letters and telegrams have come to WCC headquarters from churches in 
many countries, They ask the Council to use its church contacts in South Africa 
to promote peaceful and just solutions, 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said this week in Geneva that the requests were being 
discussed with the WCC's exeeutive officers and that any action taken would pro- 
bably come after Easter and in consultation with the member churches in South 
BELILCE « 


He added that suggestions brought to Geneva by the Anglican Archdeacon of 
Capetown, Dr. Cecil Wood, on behalf of South Africa's Archbishop Joost de Blank 
would be taken into consideration along with all the other approaches that had 
been made. 


A four-point statement issued in South Africa by nine leaders of the Dutch 
Reformed Churches appeals to church leaders to be on guard against "the slanted 
picture of South Africa presented by the world press over a long period", 


The appeal goes on to admit that much has to be done to make up for "the 
shortcomings and the mistakes made by the church, the people and successive 
governments in the handling of our great and cxtraordinarily complicated nation— 
al problems'. Ina plea for amelioration of the lot of the nonewhite African 
under the policy of "separate development", the DRC leaders “plead urgently 
that non-whites be always treated in a dignified manner. Constant pinpricks, 
arising from thoughtlessness", they warn, "eventually produce a harvest of 
have, 


Members of the Dutch Reformed Churehes, “who represent almost fifty per 
cent of the white population of south Africa”, are asked to show "self~restraint 
and the retention of Christian batance", 


The statement concludes with "a word to the non-whites and especially the 
Christians in the various Dutch Reformed ilission Churches", asking them "not to 
be misled by the false promises of agitators who are not concerned about the 
utmost good of the non-whites, but who merely want to use them for political 
ends which go much deeper than the present grievanccs and which hold no eventual 
advantage for thenon-whites themselves". 
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Signatories of the statement include the moderators of the Cape, Free 
State, Transvaal and Northern Transvaal synods. 


Throughout South Africa Sunday April 10 was observed in the major Afrikaans 
and inglish speaking churches as a day of humiliation and prayer. 


The Executive Committee of the Dutch Reformed Church in the Cape Province 
has started a relief fund to aid sufferers involved in the riots, It will be 
administered in consultation with the secretaries of the Dutch Reformed Churches 
working among Africans, 


The Presbyterian (inglish-speaking) Church of South Africa has informed 
the WCC that it is maintaining its multiracial stard, but is discussing co- 
operation with Afrikaans-speaking Reformed churches in Jouth Africa in approaches 
to the government on a fair deal for the African. 


Uncertainty continued this week in Anglican circles about precise charges 
against two Anglican missionaries detained under the emergency regulations. 
Miss Hannah Stanton, Warden of the Tumelong Mission near Protoria, was arrested 
with the kev. Mark Nye, priest working among ifricans. Both had been active 
in collecting statements from witnesses of the shootings at Sharpeville (see 
EPS Nos; 13 and 14), 


Meanwhile Anglican Bishop Ambrose Reeves of Johannesburg, who went to the 
British Protectorate of Swaziland after the arrest of two lawyers who had as— 
sisted him in getting affidavits from victims of the shootings, was reported to 
be remaining there pending assurances that he could return to South Africa 
without being detained. ‘he bishop plans to sail for England on leave on April 


gy 
ee. 


In response to an urgent request for support of relief work in South Africa 
during the emergency, the Division of Inter-—church Aid and Service to Refugees 
of the World Council of Churches has made available $10,000 immediately for 
possible use by the Christian Council of South Africa, 


The Continuation Committee grouping English and Afrikaans speaking churches 
in the Union has also been informed that the WC is ready to help financially 
if the committee has the means to administer relief. EPS, Geneva 


Correction 


Pitre NO. , January 8, 2960,-an item im the “In Brief Section imncogmege= 
ly stated that i:etropolitan Dionisus Waledynski had been “released from Soviet 
detention and returned to Poland". ‘The Metropolitan has been living near Kat— 
towice since his retirement in 1948, and returned to Warsaw when a dwelling be— 
came available in 1958. 


The next issue of EPS will appear on 29th April, 1960. 


